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SUBJECT: SUGAR SHIPMENTS TO U.S. IN 1974 

REF: STATE 234499; P-AU-P A- 150 

1. EMBASSY TRANSMITTED VIA REFAIR OFFICIAL GOH ESTIMATE THAT 
CY 1974 SUGAR EXPORTS WILL TOTAL 15,000 TONS. EMBOFF 

WAS INFORMED BY COMMERCE UNDER MINISTER BAYARD 
DECEMBER 10 THAT ESTIMATES REMAIN UNCHANGED. 

2. GIVEN RAPID GROWTH OF INTERNAL DEMAND AND LACK OF 
ANY NEW GRINDING OR REFINING CAPACITY FOR CY 1974 
HOWEVER, THE MILLS COULD SUPPLY 15,000 TON SURPLUS FOR 
EXPORT ONLY IF CY 1974 IS AN EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD YEAR. 
ALTHOUGH GOH HAS BEEN INFORMED OF U.S. SUGAR ACT, 
POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT GOH WILL ALLOW MILLS TO EXPORT 
15,000 TONS EARLY IN THE YAR AND THEN IMPORT SUGAR TO 
MEET DOMESTIC NEEDS AS IN CY 1973. IN ANY CASE, 15,000 
TON ESTIMATE IS ON HIGH SIDE, AND EMBASSY S BEST 
ESTIMATE IS BETWEEN 5,000*AND 10,000 TONS NET EXPORTS 
CY 1974. 
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